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it only in killing evil persons.

Alongwith the story of the basic need namely food, human
attempts at using it to kill others is also suggested here. Agastya
says that Suyodhana himself poisions the food in order to kill Bhzma
and again in a later incident also Agastya says that Purocana tries
to poision the Pdndavas through the services of a forester lady.
The results of such evil intentions are also conveyed by this Kdvya
when Agastya says that the forester lady alongwith her five sons is
burnt, while asleep in the house of lac built to destroy Pdndavas.23

The basic importance of food is very much established in this
Kdvya in the story of Drondcdrya. He is well versed in archery.
There is a standing offer from his boyhood-mate to help him in
times of need. Agastya says here that Droqd thinks that by taking to
service, the proper discharge of one's own ordained duty (Dharma)
will be harmed d<?H<+m^m ^ f^Pi?: ^RTs3ftn ^fc^cl: (3-24)

and so he does not go to his boyhood-mate. Inspite of his poverty
he pulls on with a spirit of contentment. Then one day his wife
approaches him to ask him to get milk somehow for their kid who
is weeping for it and whom she has for the time being satisfied
by giving him the white liquid of starch powder. Describing this
incident Agastya remarks that "one should feed his family even by
resorting to a mean job".24 Drorjd goes to Drupada. Denial of
his request by Drupada at the court has its repurcussions and the
super structure of the great epic has its crucial connections with
the life of this Brahmin Dropd and his son A^vatthdma.

Failure to secure milk to feed his kid compels Drogd to take
to begging from his erstwhile friend. The brutal insult he suffers at
that royal court compels him to take to service in the Kuru kingdom.
Thus a Brahmin because of poverty leaves his own ordained duty
of Vedic lore, takes to the science of archery. His skill in archery
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